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through definitely established forms and customs. Chivalry
was to the secular life what monasticism was to the religious
life. It did not necessarily include all of the nobility, but
only those who definitely accepted the highest obligations
of a social character, sanctioned, as these obligations were,
by the Church. Knighthood and the chivalric character
were not inherited as nobility was. They were not the
gift of birth, though only the free born and those who
possessed some land, and who consequently could command
the support of some subordinates, could hope to attain to its
distinctive characteristics. While toward the close of the
chivalric period knighthood was sometimes conferred in
youth, even in infancy in the case of the royal family, for
the most part it could not be attained before the age of
twenty-one and then only after a long period of training,
through which the knightly traits of character were devel-
oped, and after some deeds of daring tha*- revealed the most
striking of these. As the institution of chivalry represents
the education which secular society received, so this training
formed the only education of the members of the nobility.
Like all education during the Middle Ages, this education was
a discipline, both for the individual and the social class, but
one in which the intellectual element was even slighter than
that in monasticism or mysticism. Says Cornish: "The con-
secration of the Teutonic soldier to a rule of life, a brotherhood
arid equality of noble service, a discipline of lifelong obedi-
ence, a sense of personal honor and rectitude, though inferior
to the Roman conception of civic virtue, was an education
of those who bore rule in the world, and made them more
worthy of the position which they had won and maintained -
by force, than if they had never bowed to the yoke of the
Church and learnt from her teaching the lesson of noblesse
oblige r
The origin of chivalry is found in the character and cus-
toms of the Teutons, influenced as they were by the structure